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#BILD/BUILD/BUILT #PLEASURES

MERELY A FRAGMENT OF THE HOWEVER, ARCHITECTURE SHOULD BE
PRODUCTION OF AN ARCHITECTURAL THE EXPRESSION OF A SQCIETY'S
PRACTICE EVER COMES INTO BUILT VALUES AND/OR AMBITIONS AT A
EXISTENCE. AND OFTEN, THIS GIVEN MOMENT IN TIME:
MATERIAL OUTPUT BEARS WITNESS OF THE ENLIGHTENED MANIFESTATION OF
THE COMPROMISES AND SACRIFICES TO A SHARED CULTURE, A COMMON
“G00D TASTES”, “COMMON SENSES”, NARRATIVE, AIMING FOR COLLECTIVE
“| DECIDES™ AND “THAT'S WHYS". PLEASURES BEYOND THE DIKTAT OF
FASHION AND/OR ECONOMY.

Client: ministére de la culture
Program: exhibition

Surface: 200 sqm #bild/build/built
Phase: completed
Execution: February 2018 Merely a fragment of the production of an architectural practice ever

comes into built existence. And often, this material output bears
witness to the compromises and sacrifices of “good tastes”,
“common senses”, ‘| decides” and “that’s whys".

#pleasures

However, Architecture should be the expression of a society’s values
and/or ambitions at a given moment in time: the enlightened
manifestation of a shared culture, a common narrative, aiming for
collective pleasures beyond the diktat of fashion and/or economy.

#unfit

Under the # totalitarianism reducing everything to a single aesthetic
image and catchy word, Unknown Pleasures takes the perilous
stance at disclosing projects judged unfit to be built, nevertheless
expressing valuable strategies and visions of socio-cultural and
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HUNFIT

UNDER THE # TOTALITARIANISM
REDUCING EVERYTHING TO A SINGLE
AESTHETIC IMAGE AND CATCHY WORD,
UNKNOWN PLEASURES TAKES THE
PERILOUS STANCE AT DISCLOSING
PROJECTS JUDGED UNFIT TO BE BUILT,
NEVERTHELESS EXPRESSING VALUABLE
STRATEGIES AND VISIONS OF
SOCI0-CULTURAL AND SPATIAL
INTELLIGENCE AND CRITICAL THOUGHT.

#GRAPHICMATERIAL

IF ARCHITECTURE’S GRAPHIC OUTPUT
FAILS AT BEING BUILT, IT NEEDS TO
SERVE AS MEDIUM FOR DEBATE. IF THE
PROCESSES AND CONDITIONS IN WHICH
OUR BUILT ENVIRONMENT EMERGES
BLOCK THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN
ENLIGHTENED BUILDING CULTURE, THEY
NEED TO BE REVEALED.

THE <280CHARACTERS FORMAT THAT
RULES THE WORLD WILL SET THE
RHETORIC FRAMEWORK.
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MASSIVE ZERO FOOTPRINT
CONDENSATION OF DIVERSE FUNCTIONS
AND SPACES.

THE U-BAU™ (UNDERGROUND BUILDING)
EXPLOITS THE SITE'S TOPOGRAPHY IN
ORDER TO ADD AND LINK USES, UPDATE
THE (BUILT) HERITAGE AND PRESERVE
THE LANDSCAPE.

FACILITIES AND ATMOSPHERES
OBLITERATE EYE CATCHING.

U-BAU™ (BLIND) EYE CATCHER
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The proposal stems from a special considera-
tion of the double context of the competition
location,

Primarily on a spatial level, as the designated
building site is located on the plot of a sin-
gle-family house, well preserved in its original
1950 condiiion, next to a historic building on a
slope on which leisure activities were planned

Secondly, on a social level, as the village hosts
Luxembourg's university and s in urgent need
of student housing.

The project consists thus in questioning the
brief and counter-proposing collective student
dweling inside the existing house, feasible
thiough light renovation works, while sinking
the actual program under the non.listed part of
the historic building, physically extending the
public space from the sireet to the future leisure
center,

The pragmatic intelligence of the U-Boot and
U-Bahn is hence strategically applied to
building a public edifice with full considerations
of the site's socio-cultural conditions,
annihilating the demand for an iconic,
eye-catching building.
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BUILT MANIFESTATION OF A COUNTRY'S
ASPIRATIONS, OFFERING USER
EXPERIENCE OVER SPECTACLE.

THE SUBMERGED MONOLITHIC
TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION BUILT OF
THE DOMINANT LOCAL RESOURCE,
OFFERS NEW POSITIONS AND RELATIONS
T0 ALL VISITORS, THUS SHIFTING THE
FOCUS OF EXISTENCE BACK FROM MERE
APPEARING OVER HAVING TO BEING.

HYPER-SPECTAGLE
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Between the architectural spectacle and the
“ tions de force” exhibited by various

gits
values through a spatial experience and

possible uses for visitors.

The proposal engages the challenge posed
by world expos: a globalized cultural moment
between national exhibitionism and travesty

by not building a temporary hollow monument

Agently sloping public space rises from the
main street layout of the expo

It enabl isitor o em;
crowded circus and the prete
constructions.

4 patios, of different depths, give access to the
underground. A technique of stabilized sand
is used to build a massive structure, sunken
underground. No insulation, no reinforcement,
no engineered complexity. The clear and frank
constructive method expresses an honest,
true spatial experience.

The space and visitor experience thus becomes
the exhibit. Merely a collection of photographs,
in the vein of Ecward Steichen's “the family of
man’ trace the history and diversity of the.
country

The main focus though will be the cutouts of
the raofscape drawn by the patios: they frame
the sky and the stars; the elements all humanity
shares.
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TACTICAL PROGRAMMATIC
ARRANGEMENT TRANSCENDS THE
MONOFUNCTIONAL CARCASS AND

MAKES PUBLIC INVESTMENT SERVE
SOCIETY AT LARGE.

A BUILDING BECOMES A DEVICE OF 24/7
ON DEMAND MULTIPURPOSE USE AND
PUBLIC SPACE PRODUCTION.

A SOCIETY FOSTERING MACHINE.

PUBLIC* MACHINE
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The municipality of Bertrange (L) has under-
taken plans to implement a shared space in its
town center.

Yet such an urban center cannot solely be made
of administration and school buildings.

The competition asking for 22 new class roorms
and an additional program seemed to miss the
key question of how to integrate this school as
an equipment nto the urban fabric, without it
becoming yet another carcass in this
archipelago of “part-ime” public buildings.

The project thus proposes to split the program
in two parts: the main chunk, the classrooms
and its related spaces and the other, the noisy,
smelly program; which could be used by local
clubs and organizations after school hours, on
weekends and/or holidays.

The first part s lited in order to free the public
space, i e. a continuation of the shared space.

The second, is integrated in a socle, &
topographic plinth, and oriented towards the
central square.

Hence, public investment generates specific

public space as much as a truly public building,
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HYDROLOGY, ORNITHOLOGY, CONTEXT
AND PUBLIC REALM ORCHESTRATED
INTO A FORMALLY UNIDENTIFIABLE
ARTEFACT.

THE ENGINEERED INFRASTRUCTURE
GENERATES A PUBLIC PLACE OF SACRAL
CONDITIONS AND SAVAGE APPEAL,
BEYOND AESTHETIC DOMESTICATION.

SAVAGE INFRASTRUCTURAL ARTEFACT
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The project seems incongruous, perhaps ugly,
but it stems from a rigorous atlitude, a design
process seeking to overcome architectural lan-
‘guages and reflexes to create something truly
specific and unique

This practicable infrastructure, which is also a
place and a sculpture, creates a landmark.

Despite its many appearances addressing the
diversity of ts environment,this place is serene,

posed. It invites, links and brings together func.

tions and contexts, humans and animals,

The proximity of the boulevard as well as the
public accessibility of the site suggest the im-

By its dimensions, but also the design of the
Iower parts of the basins, the project offers a
unique spatial experience to the public.

What was potentially only a structural support
or an infrastructure for s initial function s war
ter tower, is tured into destination, a place.

The water tower becomes an urban gate where
pedestrian paths converge a its public space.
The gates / structural supports open to its
contexts and guide visitors and walkers to the
Griinewald, Media Park and Kiem Quarter.

From the halls of the Luxexpo, one will see its

of a singular public sp: the
ground

dissalving in the crowns of
trees.

¥
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COMPRESSING THE PRIVATE EXPANDS
AND DIVERSIFIES THE COLLECTIVE
EXPERIENCE.

INDIVIDUAL ROOMS ARE CONDENSED T0
SERIALLY PRODUCED ERGONOMIC
FUNDAMENTALS, THUS ENABLING THEIR
MATERIAL OPULENCE AND AN
ABUNDANCE OF VAST COMMON SPACES.

u U I N TU PLE A ACCESSIBLE AFFORDABLE ASCETIC ACCOMODATING ABUNDANCE
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Facing the urbanistic requirements and
programmatic demands, the proposal adopts a
binary radicality (0/1, yes / no) to avoid
compromise and the mediocre.

In order to design a building suitable for these
usesin a comfortable and energy efficient
manner, we transcribed thase time slots on the
arientation of the building.

The result is a split along the North-South axis,

Analyzing the lives of e
‘observe some constants with feable variables
We have synthesized these dominants in the
course of a day in 4 phases, during which the
building will be used, occupied and
appropriated in different ways

Phase 1, from 06.00 to 09.00: waking period
Its time for morning hygiene and breakfast.
The common spaces (sanitary, kitchen and
dining room) will be stongly solicited,

Phase 2, from 09:00 to 12:00: departure to
classes:

During & normal peried the students will be at
the university and therefore outside of the
building

Phase 3, from 12:00 to 15:00: lunch

It may be that some of the students come back
from the faculty to prepare a lunch. The kitchen
and the dining room will be occupied.

Phase 4, from 15:00 to 24:00: return from class-
es,study, living together, leisure

S

20055

common )
dining rooms, toilets and circulations) to the

eastside and the private rooms as well as the.
polyvalent common areas to the west facade.

Abuilding must be able to convey and
communicate social and idealogical values,
consistent with the identity of the client

For this reason, the building will ensure
accessibility for all, and will be distributed by a
system of ramps and corridors. Apart from this
ambition of

accessibility, this system, which is highlighted
on the street facade, incorporates the concept
of sidewalk compilation:

Housing very active residents, their dynamism
will be expressed in the facade by the simple
use and / or appropriation of these spaces of
circulation

()
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